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American Cruise Line is 

known for providing extraor-

dinary small ship cruising 

experiences throughout the 

Unites States.  The cruise line 

prides itself on spacious    

accommodations, exceptional 

cuisine, highly personalized 

service and a modern fleet of 

river boats and paddlewheel-

ers. 

 

American Cruise Lines offers 

cruises throughout the coun-

try and their New England 

Islands cruise includes a stop 

in Fall River, MA. 

 

This 8-day New England is-

lands cruise sails from Provi-

dence, RI with stops in New  

Bedford, Nantucket, Mar-

tha’s Vineyard, Block Island, 

RI, Newport, RI, Bristol, RI, 

and Fall River, MA.  This 

season the cruise line will 

make 12 stops in Fall River. 

 

The New England Island 

Cruise runs annually from 

May through September.  

These cruises range in price 

from $3,440 to $6,870 per 

person. 

 

For additional information 

about the American Cruise 

Line’s New England Island 

Cruise visit americancruis-

elines.com. 

8-day New England Island Cruise Includes 

Stop in Fall River, MA 

 

Looking for a job? 

 

Visit froed.org then select 

the “Current Employment 

Opportunities” tab.  Next 

click “Job Search” and 

this will launch an  

interactive database. 

 

Within this database 

alone there are currently 

1,157 
employment  

opportunities within a 5 

mile radius of Fall River. 
 

1,157 Jobs 

Available Left: American Star -  
of the three ships that 

services the New Eng-

land Island Cruise 

Right: Map of the route 
for the New England 

Island Cruise, which 

includes a stop in Fall 
River, MA 
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Trending Developments  

Steps I-III of the project, 

as outlined in the 

MassDOT Project Devel-

opment Schematic Time-

table, are already com-

plete.  These steps include 

Problem/Need/

Opportunity Identifica-

tion, Planning, and Pro-

ject Initiation. 

 

The project is currently in 

Step IV: Design, Environ-

mental, and Right of 

Way.  During this step the 

proponent completes the 

project design.  Concur-

rently, the proponent 

completes necessary envi-

ronmental permitting 

analyses and files applica-

tions for permits.  Any 

right of way needed for 

the project is identified 

and the acquisition pro-

cess begins.  Step IV 

could take up to 48 

months. 

 

Upon completion of Step 

IV, Step V: Programming 

will occur.  During this 

step the Metropolitan 

Planning Organization 

(MPO) considers the pro-

ject in terms of its region-

al priorities and deter-

mines whether or not to 

include the project in its 

Draft Transportation Im-

provement Program (TIP) 

which is then made avail-

able for public comment.  

The TIP includes a pro-

ject description and fund-

Route 79/Davol Street Corridor Committee Appointment 

The Fall River Office of 

Economic Development’s 

(FROED) Executive Vice 

President, Kenneth Fiola, 

Jr. Esq., has recently been 

appointed by Fall River 

Mayor C. Samuel Sutter 

to serve as a member of 

the Massachusetts Depart-

ment of Transportation’s 

(MassDOT) Rt. 79 Davol 

Street Corridor Commit-

tee. 

 

Attorney Fiola is pleased 

to be a member of the 

committee noting that the 

Rt. 79 project “is being 

considered a priority eco-

nomic development pro-

ject by the City due to the 

tremendous economic de-

velopment potential that 

this project offers.” 

 

In addition to economic 

development opportuni-

ties, safety, access and 

aesthetics near the City 

Pier area of Fall River will 

be improved when the 

project removes the Route 

79 viaduct, a 1960s bi-

level structure in serious 

disrepair, and replaces it 

with a new surface road-

way that combines Route 

79 and Davol Street.  Pe-

destrian and bicycle safety 

will also be enhanced 

through the addition of 

three signalized intersec-

tions on Route 79, wider 

sidewalks, bike lanes and 

shared-use paths.  

could take up to 12 

months. 

 

Step VI is procurement 

where the project is ad-

vertised for construction 

and a contract is awarded.  

Step VII is construction, 

which could take up to 60 

months.  The construction 

process is initiated includ-

ing public notification 

and any anticipated public 

involvement.  Construc-

tion continues to project 

completion. 

 

Finally, Step VIII is pro-

ject assessment where the 

construction period is 

complete and project ele-

ments and processes are 

evaluated on a voluntary 

basis. 

 

The project is expected to 

cost a total of $66.5 mil-

lion which can be broken 

down to $55 million for 

construction, $8 million 

for environmental permit-

ting and design, and $3.5 

million for right-of-way 

reclamation.  

 

Development associated 

with the project includes 

238,500SF of retail space 

creating 596 new jobs, 

238,500SF of office space 

creating 954 new jobs, 

and the creation of 649 

residential units to house 

an estimated 1,298 resi-

dents. 

This development plan 

exemplifies the type of 

mixed use development 

that is complimentary to 

existing neighborhoods 

and businesses along 

Davol Street and benefits 

the area by: (i) creating 

direct Brightman Street/

Rt 79 North access; (ii) 

strengthening user friend-

ly, multi-model connec-

tivity between surround-

ing neighborhoods and 

the waterfront via new 

pedestrian walkways and 

bike paths; (iii) creating 

safe vehicular traffic con-

ditions conducive to 

neighborhood develop-

ment; (iv) helping to cre-

ate much needed job op-

portunities for Southcoast 

residents via project build 

out; (v) expanding the 

City’s tax base and (vi) 

positioning the waterfront 

for Southcoast Rail. 

 

Additional information 

about the project is avail-

able on the MassDOT 

website: 

www.massdot.state.ma.us

/route79project. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

*Project schedule provid-

ed by MassDOT. 
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Fall River by the Numbers…      

The chart below illustrates the estimated grand total costs per project alternative for the 

Rt. 79/Davol Street project.  Alternative 2—modified was selected by the initial project 

selection committee. 

Cost Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 2ð

Modified 

Alternative 3 

Construction Cost $100 Million $55 Million $55 Million $55 Million 

Environmental Per-

mitting and Design 

$15 Million $8 Million $8 Million $8 Million 

Right-of-Way Recla-

mation* 

$2.7 Million $2.7 Million $3.5 Million $4.2 Million 

Grand Total Cost $117.7 Million $65.7 Million $66.5 Million $67.2 Million 

*Right-of-way reclamation costs do not reflect fair market value and are based on synthesis of existing assessed values, recent 

waterfront sales comparisons and local and regional benchmark commercial properties. 



One Government Center 

Fall River, MA  02722-7700 

Phone: 508-324-2620 

Fax: 508-677-2840 

E-mail: info@froed.org 

Mission statement of the Fall River Office of Economic Development: 

 

Incorporated in 1978 as a 501(c)(4) corporation to promote the prosperity 

and general welfare of the citizens of Fall River through the stimulation of 

economic strength and expansion of new and existing business. 

Keeping Fall River working in Fall River. 

F A L L  R I V E R  O F F I C E  O F  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  

For more information please 

visit our website: 

www.froed.org 
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The Fall River Office of 

Economic Development 

is currently seeking two 

qualified individuals to  

fill the Commercial Loan 

Credit Officer and Micro-

Loan Technical Assis-

tance Specialist positions 

currently vacant within 

the organization. 

 

A candidate for the Com-

mercial Loan Credit Of-

ficer position will need to 

possess a college degree, 

along with a minimum of 

directly related commer-

cial lending experience or 

credit analysis.  The can-

didate will also need to 

possess a well-rounded 

skill set that will include 

the ability to present loan 

approval/denial recom-

mendations to the 

FROED Finance Com-

mittee, the ability to at-

tend business and com-

munity meetings, gener-

ate loan clients, manage 

the loan portfolio, prepare 

and submit EDA, CDA 

and bank financial reports 

to the Director of Admin-

istration for review and 

final submission to each 

respective agency. 

 

A candidate for the Micro

-Loan Technical Assis-

tance Specialist position 

will be responsible for the 

social, newsprint and ra-

dio marketing of micro-

loan program; oversight 

of SBA defined pre-loan 

technical assistance to 

potential micro-loan busi-

nesses as part of the mi-

cro-loan application pro-

cess, review of each mi-

cro-loan application for 

thoroughness and submis-

sion to the Commercial 

Loan Officer for  review 

and provision of SBA 

defined post-loan tech-

nical assistance to new 

and existing micro-loan 

businesses. 

 

For complete position 

descriptions and  required 

qualifications, please con-

tact FROED at 508-324-

2620. 

Manuel “Youngie” Martin 

was born in 1917 to Mary 

Massa and John Martin.  

Growing up Martin attended 

Fall River schools including 

Henry Lord Junior High and 

BMC Durfee High School.  

Martin married Rita Rainone 

and had two children and six 

grandchildren. 

 

Martin’s soccer career began 

during his high school years 

when he was originally a 

football player until his 

mother insisted he quit foot-

ball because it was too dan-

gerous.  She suggested that 

he play soccer instead which 

launched his lifelong career. 

 

Martin was a member of the 

amateur Ponta Delgada S.C. 

team from Fall River when 

the US Soccer Federation 

selected the team to represent 

the US at the 1947 NAFC 

Championship.  At the time, 

Ponta Delgada was the reign-

ing National Challenge Cup 

and National Amateur Cup 

champions.  Martin traveled 

to Cuba for the NAFC 

Championship in July 1947 

where the US lost its match-

es to both Mexico and Cuba.  

In 1948 he again played in 

both US games, also losses 

to Norway and Ireland.  

Martin served as the captain 

during the Norway game. 

 

Martin was chosen for the 

1948 Summer Olympics and 

traveled to Italy to represent 

the US.  Unfortunately, the 

US lost to Italy in the first 

round of the single elimina-

tion tournament.  In 1949, 

Martin continued to be a 

stalwart for the US as he 

started four games of the 

1949 NAFC Championship 

of which the US took second 

place thus earning them a 

place in the 1950 FIFA 

World Cup. 

 

After retiring from playing 

Martin coached soccer.  In 

1983 he was inducted into 

the New England Soccer 

Hall of Fame. 

Fall River’s Finest:  
Manuel O. “Youngie” Martin 

Positions Available at FROED 


